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-{hat swirled up after disclosure
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Can Isracll weekly magazine

ttache he;e the answer .
<. ~clevelopment” prompted publi-

that specializes in pdlitical ‘

; scandal, the affair has been
l'xbelnd “a hoax” in Washing-
and “a plot” in Tel Aviv,
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i had been holding it for.the
past year, but refrained from

onding a meet-

i ing with Dayan.
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Put in the political stmm

Cintevested in forging & letter

“that would cast grave aspei-
sions on Istacl's politically in-
-~ fluential minister of deiense
at this p'utxcvnr tnne

'rm' ANSWENR one gets fto*n .

thf ied sources close to Day-

“an here range from “the Rus-
- slans” to “Yigal Allon” -~ Is-
rael’s deputy prime minister

succession to. Prime Mnuster

- Golda Meir.

The letter,
vddressed to the
-4U. S. Army Attache, Ameri-

dated Mziy 27,

+ and Dayan’s arch-rival for the

- can” Embassy, _Tel Aviv, Is-

’r ael, " and swmd ‘Charles J.

Dennolm, Colonel,
Collectxon Division.”
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‘peared in the weekly Haolam

Hazeh, as part of a story by
Uri Avneri. The
editor, who doubles as a meni-
ber in the Knesset, Israel’s
‘parliament, is ong of Dayan’s

’ blttewst political enamies.

AVNERI gave no indication

& to how the letter came into |
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us apd thus thﬂ matjer could’
not be clarified.
said “surprising |

- Avneri a

cation this weak.

Israel’s  Altys Gen. Meir
Shamgar got wind of ﬂm let-
ter and asked that Avneri and

leftwing political party show
it to him, Avneri said, so he
complied by showing it t3 his
magazing’s estimated
readers at the some Hmn

BUT WIl4 LT is 'hp S0LY h’
hind the story? -
According 10 @ Prma‘h foi-
emn correspondent, ‘
“Stafford of London’s qu Ex-
press, Avnevi offered to” sell
the letter to him fnr publication
in his newspaper
months ago. The asking price
was §2 ,880,, accm‘ding to Staf-

fOAd .

-Avneri dermd this, but Staf-'
‘ford’s version of W hat trans- -
pired, which appeaied in
Thursday’s ¥xpress, says one
of Avneri's reporters told him
about the letter. Stafford says
he then approached Avneri, but
the F\pxess tarned do\,n the
- chance to buy it. Co

Soon afterward, thoufrh see-
m(r D’tyun at a local restfm-
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past the ~dcfense minister’s

bodyguards and told Da ayan of
_bis talk with Avneri. ~ ‘

This may have prompted

- Dayan to ask ‘the attorney gen-

eral to start an investigation,
wheraupon Avneri was asked
, to produce the Jetter, u(‘c01 dmo
w Stafiord”

ment over the letter U.S, Em-

- bassy officials here have main-

tained tota) silence, Dayan also
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vDayan s views, noted th'xt the

- same’ issue of Haolam Hazeh
that ran the letter also carried
© .. @ piece about Deputy Premier

cal w')oztu sympathlzos with

* especially high. ~ .

‘Allor’s “heavy work schedule.”

“Some political observers,”
the reporter wrote, ‘‘were spec-
ulating whether the timing of
the publication had any thing to
do with the Haolam Hazeh link
with Dayan’s opponents in the

‘Labor Party now that elec-

tions are set for next month.”

It all may boil down fo al-
tempted characier assassina-
tion at a time when the poht-
ical stakes in Jsragl and in
the Middle Fast as a whale are
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